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“Thr oughout nodern history, we have consciously
skirted fighting in urban areas. It is a very
difficult and dangerous place to fight... one we

want to avoid. But by 2010, over 70 percent of the

world' s population will live in urban areas... It
is here that our enenmies will challenge us... the
urban areas will beconme the center of gravity for

our foes. Cities have the potential to negate nuch
of our current technol ogi cal advantages...”
-Gen Krulak’s 1997, “Three Bl ock War” speech



CGeneral Krulak’s “Three Bl ock War” speech marked a cusp in
the Marine Corps enphasis on Mlitary Operations on Urban
Terrain (MOUT) and deliberate attacks in urban terrain. Since
t he speech the Mari ne Corps has conducted many exercises in
order to test and refine the current techni ques and procedures
for conducting deliberate attacks in urban terrain. Recently
operations found the Mari ne Corps conducting deliberate
attacks in urban terrain, fulfilling Gen Krul ak’s prophecy.
These attacks are challenging due to urban area’s concentrated
popul ati on, abundance of natural cover, conceal nent and
avenues of approach, and the three dinensional threat.
Therefore, in order to be successful, deliberate attacks nust
occur in four phases; recon, isolation, gaining a foothold,
and clearing in zone. Conbined anti-arnor teans (CAAT) are
wel |l suited for and should be utilized for the reconnai ssance
and isolation phase in a deliberate attack in urban terrain.
Usi ng CAAT for this purpose capitalized on their strengths and
mtigates their weaknesses, mtigating some of the chall enges

in the execution of a deliberate urban attack.

Advantages the defenders have in urban terrain

The popul ation, availability of cover and conceal nent,

avenues of approach, and the three dinensional threat give the



def enders of urban terrain a higher advantage than nor nal
def ensi ve operati ons.

Urban areas contain concentrated popul ations. Wether it
is the mllions of people associated with large cities or just
a few people in small villages (MCWP 3-35.3 1-4), people tend
to conjugate in and around urban areas. This creates two
problens for the attackers. The first is the defenders
avai lability of large voluntary or non-voluntary recruiting
pool. The second is the |arge nunbers of internally displaced
personnel (IDPs). That will require the attackers to allocate
resources for the novenent and care of |DPs, thereby taking
val uabl e assets away fromthe fight.

The man- made construction of the urban environnment
Creates or accentuates a three dinmensional environnment. The
first dinension is the sub-terrainian structure. |Its
preval ence i s dependent on the city. Sone exanples may
i ncl ude underground transit or mmintenance corridors, sewers,
subways, and ot her underground passages. The second di nensi on
is the surface or ground | evel and the third di nension
i ncl udes everything above ground. Buil dings, overpasses, and
ot her vertical manmade structures offer the urban environment
numer ous el evated positions. As such, defenders are able to
utilize the three di nensional environnment to add extrene

flexibility to their defense.



Cover, conceal nent and natural avenues of approach are
abundant in the built up areas. Wth buildings, fences,
curbs, cars, and the possible addition of battlefield debris,
the urban area has a plethora of positions that offer cover
and conceal nent. Because streets normally running sonewhat
straight, the defenders already have cleared fields of fire on
the attackers avenues of approach. Wth the additions of
si npl e obstacles (fromthe abundant building naterial present
in urban areas) to already existing urban canyons, engagenent
areas are easily constructed and utilized.

Planning for deliberate attack on the urban terrain

Wth these advantages that the defender possesses, the
attackers nust carefully plan out their deliberate attack on
the urban terrain. Deliberate attacks normally go in four
phases; reconnai ssance, isolation, gaining a foothold, and
clearing in zone. The application of these four phases gives
del i berate urban attacks a nethodical process that is needed
to ensure m ssion success with mninmal casualties.

In MOUT the first phase, reconnai ssance of the objective,
is paranount. Because of the conplexity of urban terrain, the
standard 1: 50K map does not provide enough detail to plan an
urban attack. The recon can give a detailed sketch of the

obj ective, conduct route studies, find possible support by



fire positions, and determ ne any possible information on the
eneny’s | ocation and di sposition.

The second phase is isolation of the objective. This is
done to control eneny’s ability to resupply the objective,
retrograde fromthe objective, or displace to a secondary or
suppl enentary position. This control nust be maintained
t hroughout the operation in order to limt the ability to
maneuver or sustain eneny forces.

Third phase, gaining a foothold “provides the attacking
force with a position fromwhich they can continue the assault
t hrough the objective area” (MW, 3-35.3 2-8) and shoul d be
done imrediately in order to maintain tenpo

The fourth phase is to clearing in zone. This is the
nmet hodi cal house to house process to clear the eneny fromthe
objective. This is the nost dangerous phase due to the
advant ages t he defenders posses.

What 1s CAAT

CAAT is not on the Battalion’s Table of Organization, it
is an ad hoc unit, prescribed by the Battalion Commander.
CAAT is usually fornmed by the joining of the heavy nmachi ne gun
Pl at oon and the TOW section, but can also include the javelin
section. CAAT platoon’s crew serve weapon systens consi st of
the M2 50 cal machi ne gun, MK19, TOWsystem and the 240G

medi um machi negun. The platoon’s node of transportation is



either the High Mbility Miltipurpose Weel ed Vehicle ( HUWA)
or the InterimFast Attack Vehicle (I FAV). There can be seven
heavy machi negun vehicles and seven TONvehicles in a CAAT
pl at oon, but the nunber varies frombattalion to battalion.
The idea behind the CAAT platoon is that the machine guns wl|
protect the TONM fromeneny infantry and |ight arnored
vehicles and the TOWw || protect the Machi neguns fromthe
Medi um and Heavy tanks. CAATs advantages are in their
mobi lity, maneuverability, firepower, and communi cati ons.
Their di sadvantages are in their |ack of arnor.

There is not a great deal of doctrine concerning the
tactical enploynent of CAAT. Though according to “Machi ne
Guns and Machine Gun Gunnery”; in the defense CAAT coul d be

assigned such missions as “...conducting anti-arnor anbushes
forward of the forward edge of the battle area (FEBA),
supporting a conbat outpost, or reinforcing a counter attack
force.” (MCWP 3-15.1 6-8) In the offense, CAAT “...can act as
a notorized scout element that seeks to find and maintain
contact with the enenmy while the unit’s nmain body maneuvers to
engage, or they can conduct route reconnai ssance and provi de
reports about the trafficability of a unit’s planned route of
march.” (MCWP 3-15.1 6-8) Both of these missions capitalize

on CAATs nobility and firepower w thout becom ng decisively

engaged with the eneny.



CAAT in deliberate attacks on urban terrain

I n accordance with Marine Corps | eadership principle
recomendi ng that | eaders should “Enploy [their] unit
according to its capabilities.” W nust |ook at CAATs
strengt hs and weaknesses, and then task them accordi ngly.
CAAT it is best suited for the reconnai ssance and i sol ati on
phase of the four phases of the attack.

As with normal offensive operations, during a condition
of unknown or |low threat CAAT will consistently performroute
reconnai ssance in front of the Battalion. MOUT should be no
different. CAATs maneuverability, quiet novenent, extensive
comuni cati on equi prent and TOWsights (thermal capabl e) nake
t hem hi ghly capabl e of reconnai ssance in the urban area. 1In
the urban area, the value of a good intelligence preparation
of the battlefield is nore necessary than normal. As such,
CAATs mi ssions range in this phase could include; taking
pi ctures or maki ng sketches of the objective area and the
routes in the area, observing any obstacles or enemny positions
(the TOWthermals they coul d see personnel inside w ndows and
ot her darkened areas), observing eneny novenent in or out of
t he objective, or serving as transport and security for a
| eader’ s recon or sniper enploynent. As the infantry
battalions only organic notorized scout unit, CAAT and can

give their headquarters quick, reliable intelligence.



Maj or Jenki nson, O C for the MOUT training center in
Germany noted that “...one phase of the MOUT deliberate attack
clearly stands out as the key to the assaulting units’ success
or failure at the tactical |evel-isolation.” (Jenkinson 49)
The |1 ong range of CAATs weapon systens all ow CAAT to be
positioned at critical areas and project influence over great
di stances. These positions may al so serve as support by fire
positions to facilitate the establishnment of a foothold or the
clearing in zone phases. |If there is no critical area, or the
di stance is too vast for their weapon systens, CAAT can
capitalize on their mobility. This can be acconplished by
giving thema nission simlar to ones given in the security
area of the defense (guard, screen, or cover) in order to
i solate the objective area. A caution is that they should be
enpl oyed “...outside RPG range of a built-up area.” (Jenkinson
51)

During both the establishnment of a foothold and the
clearing in zone, CAATs l|lack of arnor hinders its
survivability fromthe three dinensional threat of the urban
environnent. During the Marine Corps Urban project Metropolis
the Battalion found “The CAAT teans...|acked the arnor to
protect thensel ves when | eft without security. The only tine
CAAT was destroyed in the urban environment was when they were

separated fromthe |arger force without security or



overwatch.” (MCOW. 25) Though the threat can be slightly
| owered by the integration of infantry, it is still not an
optimal mssion for CAAT. CAATs survivability is inits
mobility, and this nobility is degraded in the urban canyons.
BLT 1/6 in Afghanistan effectively utilized a CAAT and
infantry task force to conduct small scale hasty urban attacks
and even then CAAT occupi ed a support by fire position out of
t he urban areas. (N edziocha 25-28) CAATs |ack of arnor makes
it a vulnerability to drive down the urban canyon wth known
t hreats.
Project Metropolis

The Marine Corps Warfighting Lab is currently conducti ng
Project Metropolis to devel op new ways to attack urban areas.
Three tactics that they are studying are; urban penetration,
urban thrust, and urban swarm None of these studies a formnal
i sol ati on phase. They kept CAAT in the reserves and activated
them for m ssions such as quick reaction force, convoy
security, flank security, rear security, check point control,
patrolling to enplace and retrieve snipers, and casualty
evacuation. They also urged that in a high threat environnent
CAAT shoul d not screen forward. (MOW) Though there was no
formal isolation phase, the use of CAAT in Project Metropolis
was relegated to mssions simlar to those assigned to isolate

t he objecti ve.
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“If the general is unable to control his inpatience and
orders his troops to swarmup the wall like ants, one-third of
themw Il be killed without taking the city. Such is the
calamty of these [urban] attacks.” (Sun Tzu 78-79) CAAT
offers an extrenely effective warfighting capability but nust
be used carefully in high threat environnents. Uban’s
popul ati on, natural cover and conceal nent, cleared avenues of
approach, and three dinensional threat |ead to special
pl anni ng consideration for CAAT. For its survivability CAAT
must utilize its nobility. The reconnai ssance or isolation
phase in a deliberate attack on urban terrain allows CAAT to

utilize its strengths.
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